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Social building: a 
future for yesterday, 
today and tomorrow



Super-local 
microgrids, with 
renewable energy, 
battery storage 
and shared 
ownership.

Cooperative 
design, build and 
ownership of 
dense and diverse 
neighbourhoods.

Circular, natural 
materials for 
buildings, 
products and 
infrastructure, 
with local loops.

Privacy-
preserving yet 
public decision-
making platforms, 
with discourse 
and data.

Shared and 
public local 
mobility 
services, 
autonomous and 
otherwise.

Everyday 
services via 
active transport, 
reduced & fossil-
free long-range 
connections.





Software is eating the world. 

But this means the key issues in 
contemporary cities are not technical—but 
concern ownership, dynamics, identity, 
culture, social fabric, economics, ethics, 
politics…



Madeleine Albright
Former US Secretary of State
2013

We are taking 21st century challenges, 
evaluating them with 20th century 
ideas, and responding with 19th 
century tools.



Policymaking



Make the climate Greta again



Do transportation network companies decrease or 
increase congestion?, Science Advances, May 2019

Smart city tech makes things worse, 
without inventive, capable, 
responsible and engaged governance.



ServiceIndividual ?



Oslo Bysykkel
2015—
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Characterful
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Flexibility for the individual.
Efficiency for the operator.
Civic outcomes for the city.



Citizen Service City



Urban Village Project / SPACE10, 2019



Urban Village Project / SPACE10, 2019



Nightingale 1 / Breathe Architects, 2017–

Melbourne baugruppen



Moriyama House, Ryue Nishizawa



Baugruppen

BIGyard, Berlin / Zanderroth Architekten



Evening draw for Space-S (2015—)

Co-design



Kalkbreit housing cooperative, Zürich

Coöperative model



50 cooperatives.
13 buildings.
400 units.
35 retail + community units.
No public subsidy.
Rent 20-30% below market levels.
Nearly car-free.
Shared daily infrastructure.
2000 Watt society. 
45% energy generated on-site.
4 hectares held back for future.

More Than Housing, Zürich

Cooperative housing district



Citizen
Cooperatives
People
Services
Spaces

City



Sweden: The Middle Way, Marquis Childs (1936)
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Sweden: The Middle Way, Marquis Childs (1936)



Tio byggnader som definierade 1960-talet (2018)
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Wikihouse



Tio byggnader som definierade 1960-talet (2018)



Tio byggnader som definierade 1960-talet (2018)



Stockholms stad / Arup, 2018

Royal Seaport remixed



Urban development

Airut/Low2No /SITRA (2010–)



Timber buildings

Airut/Low2No /SITRA (2010–)



Finnish timber buildings

Helsinki City Library / ALA (2015–)



Finnish timber buildings

Helsinki City Library / ALA (2015–)



Finnish timber buildings

Riihikartano apartment building / Office for Peripheral Architecture Oy (2017–)



Finnish forestry industry

Low2No, SITRA Energy programme (2007-2017)



Citizen
Community
Spaces
Operators

City
Industry



Mobility workshop one

Vinnova mission-oriented innovation



Food workshop one

Vinnova mission-oriented innovation



Food workshop three

Vinnova mission-oriented innovation



 



 

Vinnova mission-oriented innovation



Citizen
Community
Services
Operators
Coöperative

City
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Tack!
Please get in touch!
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